American children and adults who suffer from these diseases. Programs include support for
developing investigators in immunology, postdoctoral clinical training fellowships in allergy
and immunology, patient-family education courses and conferences, publications and audio-
visual aids, and national awareness programs. Asthma Care Training for Kids (ACT), a self-
management education course for children 7-11 and parents is offered by over 50 certified
local groups. Health fairs, free community conferences and workshops are presented by the
4 state chapters and 19 local chapters of AAFA. Local volunteers and medical advisors
offer support and referral services via the chapters. AAFA also sponsors the Asthma
Athlete of the Year competition, awarding six college scholarships from $1000 to $10,000 to
outstanding high school seniors who excel in academics and athletics,

Information Services,' AAFA responds to mail inquiries for general advice and resources.
Pamphlets for patients and the public are available on asthma, hay fever, mold allergy, drug
allergy, sinusitis, allergy in children, insect allergy, exercise and asthma, and the immune
system. The Foundation publishes the bimonthly national newspaper, The Asthma & Allergy
ADVANCE: Consumer Information Bulletins, as new facts become available; and the Allergy
Encyclopedia, a complete medical guide in paperback. Audio-visual materials include;
"Conquering Asthma and Allergies" (15-minute color documentary film about active
teenagers with asthma and allergic diseases) and "Running Hard, Breathing Easy" (15-minutc
color documentary film about asthmatic Olympic sprinter Jeanctte Bolden). These films are
available to groups on free loan. There is no charge for general information but there is a
nominal fee for newspaper subscription and for pamphlets.

Blinded Veterans Association (BVA)
1735 DeSales Street, NW
Washington, DC   20036
(202) 337-4010

Handicapping Conditions Served:   Blindness.

Users Served;   Disabled persons, physicians, physical therapists.

The Organization; The Blinded Veterans Association is a membership organization for
veterans blinded during or after their military service. Advocacy, assistance, and fellowship
are the goals of the organization. Direct services are based on the one-to-one principle that
a blind veteran can most effectively motivate another blind veteran. BVA's Field Service
Program, partially funded by the Veteran's Administration (VA), is carried out by field
representatives, themselves blind, who visit blind veterans who have not been rehabilitated.
They recommend rehabilitation centers, offer counseling in the areas of compensation,
pensions, schooling, and the use of prosthetic aids and equipment, and counsel the veteran's
family. BVA's Outreach Employment Program, partially funded by the Department of
Labor, tries to convince employers, through public service advertising and direct contact, to
give job opportunities to the blind veteran. BVA representatives assist the blind veteran by
contacting prospective employers, and helping him to prepare resumes and job applications.
They also offer counseling in job discrimination cases. BVA has 40 state groups whose
volunteer members help to provide the organization's direct services.

Information Services; BVA publishes a bimonthly newsletter, BVA BULLETIN, which is
sent free to all blinded veterans for whom current addresses are available, whether or not
they are BVA members, It is also sent to many professionals in the field of blindness, A
soundsheet version of the BULLETIN is sent to all members and associate members, The
newsletter contains news of association activities, legislative developments, human interest
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